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PURPOSE:To enhance uniformity of temperature on the surface of a wafer by bringing the 
temperature of a wafer close to a set value while taking account of the fact that the distance between 
a wafer supported at three points and~a heating stage and thelluctuatidh thereof have significant 
effect on the wafer temperature and the uniformity of temperature on the surface. 
CONSTITUTION:The heat treatment furnace comprises a supporting means 20 for adjusting the 
heights of three supporting points 13a of a wafer 1 1 individually (e.g. a piezoelectric unit 17 exhibiting 
reverse piezoelectric effect interposed between a supporting pin 13 and the base), means for detecting 
distance between the wafer 1 1 and a heating stage 12 or means for detecting temperature distribution 
on the main surface of the wafer 1 1 , and a controller 19 receiving a distance or temperature detection 
signal and feeding a control signal for adjusting the height of the supporting point 13a back to the 
supporting means 20. 
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